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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SIM-
MONS) (during the vote). Members are 
advised 2 minutes remain in this vote. 
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So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded.
f 

REPORT ON H.R. 2691, DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2004 

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina, from 
the Committee on Appropriations, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No. 
108–195) on the bill (H.R. 2691) making 
appropriations for the Department of 
the Interior and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2004, and for other purposes, which was 
referred to the Union Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of 
order are reserved on the bill. 

f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO RE-
VISE AND EXTEND REMARKS 
AND INCLUDE EXTRANEOUS MA-
TERIAL 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that during debate on 
H.R. 2660, I may be allowed to revise 
and extend my remarks, and insert ex-
traneous and tabular material in one 
instance immediately after my initial 
statement on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection.
f 
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GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 2660, and that I may in-
clude tabular and extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2004 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SIM-
MONS). Pursuant to House Resolution 
312 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares 
the House in the Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union 
for the consideration of the bill, H.R. 
2660. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 

House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2660) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human 
Services, and Education, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes, 
with Mr. LATOURETTE in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered as having 
been read the first time. 

Pursuant to the order of the House of 
Wednesday, July 9, 2003, the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. REGULA) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) each 
will control 11⁄2 hours. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. REGULA).

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Many of my colleagues have asked, 
will we finish today, and I can only an-
swer that by saying we can if every-
body works at it, and if we do not get 
too many delays, I think we can get 
this bill done in good time. 

The Constitution says that the objec-
tive of government, or at least this is 
what we interpret it to be, is twofold. 
One is to provide for the common de-
fense, and we did that earlier this 
week; we provided for the common de-
fense. The other is to provide for the 
common welfare of the people, 280 mil-
lion Americans. Today, in this bill, we 
have a unique and, I think, very good 
opportunity to achieve that goal. 
Maybe not perfectly, but certainly a 
lot of very positive things are in this 
bill. 

First of all, I want to say that the 
members of the subcommittee were all 
very cooperative, all very helpful. We 
worked together in the subcommittee 
listening to a lot of testimony. We 
tried to put together a bill that rep-
resents the aspirations of the American 
people, not totally to the satisfaction 
of everyone, but certainly I think one 
that covers a lot of very positive parts. 
I also want to commend the staff mem-
bers of both the minority and the ma-
jority. We have an excellent staff on 
this subcommittee; and if it were not 
for their effort, we would not be here 
today. 

I am pleased to present before the 
House today the fiscal year 2004 appro-
priations bill for the Departments of 
Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies. When 
we reflect on that, we think of the 
broad jurisdiction and responsibility 
which that entails: Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies. 

In crafting this bill, we have taken 
into consideration the priorities of the 
President, as well as the Members of 
the House. We have been attentive to 
the priorities of Congress as set by the 
budget resolution, and we are appre-
ciative of the work of the leaders of the 
House and the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG), in 
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